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connected with all the highest nobles in the
his career from that moment was assured. His dis-'
missal from his post of Prefect of Galatz at the insti-
gation of the Turkish authorities a couple of years
earlier had won him great renown as a patriot and
a subsequent appointment as Minister of War. He
was, with that exception, little known, and this fact
was an advantage in the eyes of the deputies. Much
was expected from him, while the abilities of other
candidates had already been accurately gauged.

But Couza sadly disappointed these great expec-
tations. A series of ministerial crises, followed by
perpetual dissolutions of the legislature, created a
feeling of unrest which was increased by the finan-
cial blunders of the new government. Roumania
was not really ripe for a very elaborate constitution
such as she had received, and she naturally made
mistakes at the outset of her career. Couza's
measures were at the same moment ultra -demo-
cratic and despotic His motto was that of Rabagas
in Sardou's play, that u.the happiness of the people
could only be established by a coup detaC He
alienated the clergy by the confiscation of the pro-
perty of the Roumanian monasteries, which was
declared invalid by the Powers, unless pecuniary
compensation were paid. He abolished the feudal
obligations of the peasantry which had long been the
curse of Roumania, and by a stroke of the pen
created a class of peasant-proprietors, who were
allotted the lands of the boyards at low prices fixed
by the Government. These two measures estranged
the sympathies of the nobles and the priests, who